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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

FOR TIFE, PRESS CANBERRA
RELEASED IN CANRERRA ONLY o PR 48

1 th Aprdl,

COUNIST YOUTH FIESTIVAL TN MOSCOF

The Minister for Mxternal Af‘fairé, Hr. R.G Casey, said today
that he had been asked about the 6th World Féstival of Youth and Students s
to be held in Moscow in July and August,

C- ) Hr. Cesey said that two Communist-front organizations, the World
federation of Democratic Youth and the Intermational Union of Students, we.e
in course of trying to atitract pebple to attend a World Youth Psatival dn
Moacow, for which larggescale preparations vre:fe being made. .

M, Casey said that this Jorld Youth Pestival was cleax;ly a massive
propaganda undertaking,

Apart Trom other evidence the Youth Department of the British -
Council of Chwrches had stated that the underlying motive of the Festival was
the establishment of Vorld Communism by all po‘s.;s'.ible means,
' Invitations to the World Festival were being directed towards the

C leaders of young people's organizations, University movemsnis an& other bodies
that no doubt were thought to be amemable to influcnce. In a mumber of cnsegs

offers were being made to pay the Fares of delegates to thl Festival and
substantial hospitality promised.

¥r. Casey said he believed that Aus-i-.xﬁlian students and y.cwth
movements were uniikely to Ee impressed by these Communist invitations.
- He said that the Department of dxtornal Affairs was issuing today
an information paper, based on authoritative material in the Department's
poesession, whi‘ch set out in some detail the backgrownd of the proposed Festival.
- He commended it to 'i;lhe_'a.ttention of all who were intercsted in this Communist

manifestation:




INFORMATION PAFER

Issued by the Department of External Affajirs, Canberra
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Bvery device of Communist propaganda will be used in the
next few months to ensure the success of the "Sixth World Festival
of Youth and Students for Peace and Friendship" and the "Inter—
national Priendship Youth Games" to be held in Moscow from July
28, to August 11, 1957. The two sponsoring organizations - the
World Pederstion of Nemooratic Youth and the International Union
- of Students have, as one of their important targets in publicising
the Pestival, the great majority of non-Comnunists in firsercountries.

In part, the Pestival is intended fo offset the loss
to Sovict p:rest:l.ge of events in Hungary and to promote greater
receptiveness to propaganda about the material achievements of the

Soviet Wordid.

Prom the vivid and pleasant ippressions delegates to the
Pestival are intended to receive, the Communists expect people ia
the Free World to draw the conclusion that living under a Communist
regime -is highly desirable,

How successful the Comunists will be in attracting
delegates remains to be seen.  Apart from onc or two Asian
countriecs, delegations are not expected to be large. TFour major
Indian student organlizations have called for a boycott of the
Pestival in protest against Soviet policy towards Hungaxy.

The Aim ~ Worldd Commuanism

Elsewhere in the non-Communist world, many 1cadilng‘ youth
“and student organisations have commented unfavourably on the festival.
The youth department of the British Council of Churches has declared:

Tt would be unwise and would serve no constructive
purpese for any Christian youth organisation to send
represeatatives to the festi*ral, the underlying motive
of which is the establishment by all possible means of
world Commwunism, . There is no doubt that those who go °
to Moscow, especially those politically naive or -

¢ uncomitted, will be given an impression of the Soviet '
Union by their Communist hosts which will make them
particularly susceptible to Communist propaganda.'

No effort will be spared in attracting the ”politically
naive ind wnoamitiod" to the Moscow gnthering, and also in sscuring
the attendance of prominent non-Communists from as many parts of the
frec world as possible, The sponsors, who are hoping to draw 30,000
young pecple from 140 countrics, state "fhat all youth will be welcome,
regardless of outlook or pol itieal ties, and that thore will be -
exccllent opportunities for promoting friendship and understanding.

In spite of thesc assurances, 1t is unlikely that the
pattern of the festival will differ much from that of the provious
festivals, which were held in Praguc (1947), Budapest (1949),

East Borlin (1951), Bucharest {1953} and ®arsaw (1955). Notdonal
dclegntions, spparently choscn by democratic means, but in fach
exhibiting a judicious blend of Communists, their nctive
sympathisors and those they wish to influence, will cndorsc
vnanimously the policies now being followed by the Soviet Union,
The tunc may be played with variations, but therc will be no
basic changes.
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The choice of Moscow as the site of the festival ds in
itself significant. Ths fortieth anmiversory of the Octcber
Revolution, in which the Communists seized power in Russia, occurs
this year, and the festival will be an important propaganda tool
in the build~up to the anniversary celcbrations,

Soviet Festlval Flans

Most of the delegatcs from abroad to the festival will
represent the Communist countries, but several thousands will be
transported by speciol aireraft, ships and trains from the non-
Communist world. Some will poy part of the cost of thelr trip and
the expenses of their stay in the Soviet Unien. Mamy of the
delegates from the "colonial" territories will go entirely free,
with their cxpenses pnid from various "solidarity” funds raised in
the Soviet Union and satellite countrics.

There will bo many discussion groups arranged according to

‘vocations and special intercets, and diversions will dnclude inter-

national concerts and culturnl competitions, exhibitions, plays,
donces, games and tours, -

The total cost to the Commmist countrics in transport,
entertairment, and mass fooding will be heavy, bub in texms of
propaganda it will be wecll worthuwh;'_lc.

‘Trouble in the Communist orbit

An immediote question which comes to mind dis whether the
present ferment among the youth of Bastern Burcpe will be evident
at the fesbival. It may, but the effect of possible oriticism
will be minimised by several factors, It will not be difficult
for the selection of delegations to be arranged in such a way that
aissidents, if thoy have any places at all, will be a tiny minority.
The organising bodics will have had plenty of time to consider ways
of atifling criticisms, and there will in any case be & prepondersnce
of dclegates from the Sovict Union, Communist China and satellities,

The sbatbtoring events in the Communist world - begiming
with the dommeintion of Stalin and culminnting in the Hungarian
rebellion ~ have brought o shorp reduction in Commmist Party
membership in almost every freo cowntry.,  In the Communist bloc,
disillusiomment has been poarticularly strong among young people.
So many of the "truths" propounded by their elders have been
revealed as lies, and so many former "lics" arc now held up as "truths',
that they no longer know what to believe, The effect on the majority
of youth has been to confirm outright hostility to the Communist
regimes, and the dedicated minority, cven though they remain true
believers in Cormunism, ayc profoundly dissatisfied with the way in
which their organisations arc conducted,

Thig dissatisfrction is shown clearly in some recent stote-
ments, A good example comes from Poland, The Chairman of the
xecutive Board of the 7MP (Communist-deminated youth organisation)
in Lodz stnted: '

"Within the 7MP....there has been active an apparatus
preventing practical npplication of the conclusions
dravm from discussions.  Bverything new and fresh
hns consistently been broken, stifled and eliminated

oy that...




by that machine. The present state of affairs is
much the same....lf we don't change ourselves, we
will be changed by others; in the meantime, we shall
play o nmasty, presuwmsbly, “"poor" role within our
organisation, :

Foars of the Leadershi.p
( .
Under the clonk of Communist "double-talk®, it is possible
to detect the general Communist apprehension sbout the nttitude of
youth in this statemont by the Chalyman of the Board of 7MP:

"1Youth is ours!,...is the commonplace we have used
t0..e.pub up a smoke-screen to concenl many disquieting
phencmena -among youth....,The fact thnt large groups of
young people remain under the influcnce of alien hostile
ideoclogy must cnusce us great anxiety.  The appearance of
hooligonism, alcoholism, erime, 2 cynical abtitude
towards life, disdnin for the basic norms of scoial
life, drmorality, and the pursuit of pleasurc at any
cost have renched considernble proportions,...A great
nony of our young people remain under the influence
of various renctlonary points of wview, and yield to
the pressure of the most backwardi clerical circles
and rcligious fanatics,...Symptoms of indifference
- and pass:w:l.’cy, which are rather widespread among
young people (who) desire to live in the quietest
way possible, without shocks or engagement in the
tempestuous processos ftoking place all about us,
must also cause us anxiety....We hove to fight the
tendeney amang some groups of young intellectunls
o stand ploof,...from the rest of youth, as well
as the hostility towards the intelligentsin which
may bo seon among cerbain young workers....The
poison of nationnikm is still felt. Anti-Soviet
feelings have started to come to the surfnceamong
youth. ,,These feelings invade the ninds of the
less vesistant young psople in the form of,...onbi-
Semitism.,  Our ZMP organisation must undertake an
encrgetic, unrelenting strvggle ngrinst these
backward, harnful theorics...."

Both the wording ~nd tone of .this stntement show its true
purpose., It revenls that the young men and waaen of Poland are
daring to think for themselves, and ~t the same time trics to dis-
credit independence of -thought by identifying nd associating :Lt
with Juvenile delinguency and ~pbl-Somitlsm,

Hingary!s Bxammle

In Hungazry the ferture of the October revolt which
astonished both Wostern ond Communist cbservers was the lending
- part played by young peoplo whese whole conscious lifelnd been
gpent under Comrmunist rule.  Turning the fablos on their oppressors,
they used the para-militiry training they received in Comwunist
organisntions to fight Soviet troops. This Hungarian rebellion of
youth wng considered scrdious enough to warrant the establishment of
a new Hungorian Corriunist Youth Federntion - KISZ - in March this year,
KISZ, nccording to the Corrmanist Party resolution annowncing its '
form-wt:a.on will "“serve the building of a socinlist socicty, fight for
the asns of the party anong youth, and educatc youth in the Comunist
spirit,"

[Hostilitv.. .-




Hostility to thc prosent reginme in East Germany has been
particularly strong mmong students at Humboldt University in Berlin,
where Professor Volfgang Harich vas recently sentenced to ten years!
imprisonment for trenson.  The charge was aporently bosed on
nothing more than Profossor Harich's encourngemoent of liberal thinlking
among his students and others within the framwork of "sooinlism",
Unrest smong students and oéther young people has also been reported
from Czechoslovakin, Rumania, Bulgarin. Evon in Communist China,
North Vietnam'and the Soviet Union itsclf thore is some discontent
amongst young peoplo.

In spite of all the evidence to the contrary - the present
disunity within the Comaunist bloc, and the loss of supwort for .
Commmist parbies in the free world - the festival will be used to
impress crodulous visitors with the strength and solidarlty of the
countries where Commmnisin holds swaye

If any note of criticism enters inte the festival dis-
cussions, it will not be permittcd to destroy the general impression
of harmony on all issucs., Well-tried techniques, familinr to any-
one who has studied Communist conference orghinisation, will be used
to produce decisions which are. both unanimous and f-\vourable +to the
Commmumist v1c,wp01nt

WPDY and IUS

. The largor, ond in Comwunist cyos, the nore important of
the two sponsoring orpnnisntions is the Torld Federation of
Democratic Youth. TFounded in 1945, it wns at first supported
by non-Comrunist as well as Communist groups. It claimed to be
non-political, but soon showed its bias in favour of Soviet
, policic:s. By 191;.9, nost of the non-Cormunist members bodies of
the WrDYlad resigned to form their owm group, the 'orld Asscmbly
of Youth., WPDY has been closely associatoed with the Communist
so-called "peace~cempnign',  TIis scereiariat was expelled from
Paris in 1951 for subversive activities, and now ho.s its headguorters
- behind ‘the ITron Curtain,

The Internntlonnl Union of Students eclaims to represent

- "tho democratic sbuderts of the whole world." In fact, it is
dominated by the Camunist countries and Communist youth organisations
of the Soviet bloc, | Studont unions of many cotntries hnve dis-
affiliated from the IUS sincc 1947 in protest against its pro«Soviet
policies., IUS works closely with WFDY, and, os in the casc of the
latter organisation, the real power is wieclded by the Comunist-
dominated Council and its smpller cxccutive camittee, The
secretariat of IUS is in Progue,

Little exception can be ¥oken to the professed ajms of
these organisntions. They claim that the promotion of international
understanding and co-operntion, and the freedem aud rights of young
people to good conditions of eaployment snd reasonable standnrds of
living are their mnin objectives.  But in praetice these high
purposes have beon translated into atincks on estern policics and
efforts to impose the Soviet viewpoint, ccupled with tho s triking
absence of criticism of atbacks on the rights of students nd youth
in Comunist countries.

As frr as the TUS is concernad, the attitude of the great
majority of student organisations in the frec world iz swrmed up by

/the roport,,..




the veport of the obsexvers sent by the Nationnl Union of Students

in Britain 1o the IUY Student Gongress in Prague last yenr. The
ohservers statod thrt the IUS was simply "the student nrm of the
Commumist moverent” which has "falthfully followed the foreipgn policy

of the Kremlin in all its variations,

Togg of Supbogg

Tight Commmist control of both organisations has severely
reduccd thoir memborship and influence in the frec world.  They
have been trying for somc time to atbract support oubside the
Comunist countries, both by relaxing their rules and by overtures
to their frec countorparts, the World Aascnbly of Youth snd tho
International Student Conference.

The decline in influcnce and mombership of the Comwnist-
front orgnnisations is illustrnted by the falling-off in attendances
at IUS student congresscs. In 1950, over 1,000 delegntcs snd
observers nttonded the IUS Congress, but at thc latest gnathoring
in Praguc last year the muiber had fallen to barcly 600,

The attitude of Yugoslav youth ond student orgnnisations
is also a significant cormcntary on the decline of WFDY and I1US.
The Yugoslav bodics vrre hounded from the two international
ox'ganlsatlons after the break botween Stalin and Tito, and this
expulsion brought on the final disillusionment of many non-Conmunigt
affiliates. VWhen friendly relations bebween Moscow and Belgrade
were restored, the Yugoslav organisaticns showed no inclinstion
to return to the fold, and the chances that they w1.11 rejoin are
@ven more remnote now.

The World Asscmbly of Youth and the Intermmtionnl Student
.Conference, on the other hand, have steadily incroased their
strength, snd now crbrace the majority of nationnl youth and student
orgrnisations outside the Cormunist orbit.. Thoy have not responded
favournbly to Communist advonces,

WFDY snd IUS novertheless rernin hopeful of atbrasting
non-Communists $o thelr ranks, and they are active in the
Yuncormitted" areas of ILatin Ameoricn, Asia, and Africa to a
degree not possible a year or two ago. Evidence of sone success
cones fraa Bgypt, where the Youth Festival is receiving entilusisstic
support. The President of the Rgyptinn youth welfare orgnnisation
~ the Supreme Council Tor youth welfare nnd Sport - took part in
the plamning of the festival in Moscow last yeer, and it is
believed thet ns many as 600 young Egyptisns may go to Moscow
in Ju:Ly .

Failure and Perseverance

The failure of the leadership in Communis{ countries
to indoctrinate their ovm young people is of great  significance.
Recent events in Enstern Furope have shown, more dranntically
than before, thnt to many of the young men and wemen who arc
‘needed to provide the lesdorship of the future, Communism is a
dreary nnd oppressive creed which dstroys frecdon of thought
and nection, and nakes o nockery of hunan dignity

The massivencss of their failure is undoubtedly vorrying
the pol:.'tzlcnl controllcers of the Commumist bloc, but it hns not,

[noviever, ...
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howover, wealkened their perseverance. To win %the sympathy of
youth in the free world, and to ensure the blind obedience of young
people in the sphere of Comunist rule must be onc of their first
adms if the Communist world revolution is to succcad,

In this chmpnign one of the major weapons in their
arioury is the youth festivnal, and no oxpense or trouble is spared
in organising gatherings of this lkind,  Jach of the festivals so
far orgonised hns boon 2 rallying-point in the Comwnist fight for the
alleginnce of youth; =n occnsion for wass indoctrination., The
Moscow festival, the Commmists hope, will be bigger and better fhan

any of its predeccssors.,
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