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LETTER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE WFDY
TO ALL YOUTH ORGANISATIONS ‘

Dear Friends,

Every two years, the World Festlvel of Youth and
otudents, an international youth gathering devoted to
. developing friendship eamong young people as well as
being a traditional celebration of culture and sports,
is held.

: During our Executive Committee meeting which was
held from February lst - 4th in Helsinki, the holding of
the next Festival was examined. On the basis of the kind
invitation of the Soviet youth, the Executive Committes

of the WFDY proposed that the VIth World Festival of Youth .
and Students for Peace and Friendship in Moscow take place
from July 28th to August llth, 1957, end that it be or-
ganised jolntly with 211 nationsl end internationsl youth
end student orgenisations.

The Pestivel programme can be comprised of many events
and activities sueh as inter-delegation meetings, meetlngs
of delegations from the same regions of the world, meetings
by trede, faculty, interests and religlons, cultural com-
petitions, artistic performances, sports competlitions, ex-
hibitions, excursions, visits and many other interesting
events covering all aspects of youth activities. These
ideas for the progremme can be greatly enrichened by new
proposals from every interested organisation. In this way
the programme will make it possible for every organisation
to prepare for the Festival and teke part in it on the
basis of their own interests and activities.

In this sepse we reaffirm that the VIth World Festival
is open to all those concerned with the interests of youth.

We invite sll youth organisstions to participate, on.
an equal basis, -in the preperation end orgenisstion of the
Festival, either in its entirety or on particular aspecis
of the programme. :




For -our part, our Executive Committee formuleted
our preliminary proposals concerning the programme end
preperations. We are prepared to present them for dis-
cussion to all organisations, with the aim of an inter-
nationsl preparatory meeting, which will be held in Mos-
cow in August, 1956, This meeting will be azble to decide
on all the principle questliors concerning the Vith Festi-
vel. It will create an International Preperatory Commi-
ttee for the VIth Festival of Youth and Students for
Peace and Friendship, a fleld for co-operation of the
organisations who together will maske the next Festival
an event of incomparable value,

International and national youth and student organi-
sations, cultural and sports organisations, are cordially
invited to send their representatives to this meeting, as
well as their proposals for the programme, compeiitions
and other aspects of the Festival.

We hope that with this in mind, on a national:scale,
these organisations will meke contact with other interested
organisations to promote the preparations end partieipation
of their country in the Festival, to set up nstional pre-
paratory bodies and to asppoint their representatives to the
International Preparatory Committes.

We hope that you will shortly communicate to us your
own proposals and that broad discussion on this basis will
be developed.

Tn conclusion, we think thet during the preparation
and organisation of this Festivael, with all the possibilities
that it offers, the youth of the werld will be able to make
a useful contribution to the improvement of international
co-operation, to the strengthening of bonds of friendship
between all young people end to the moral and phy51eal
‘ development of the young generation., ,

Hoplng to receive your early reply, we extend our most
friendly greetings.

Helsinkil, February 4th, 1956.

For the Executive Gommittee’
of the WFDY,

/t/s Bruno Bernini ' /t/s Jeecques Denis
Bruno BERNINI Jacques DENIS
 President . General Secretary




AMERICAN YOUTH HOSTEL3, INC.
NATTONAYL, HEADQUARTERS, -
1].]. West 8th S'bo’ .
New York 11, NW.Y,

April 11, 1956.

- Mr, Moses Hirschtritt, Chief
Yoluntary Programs Branch
Youth Activities Division
Depariment of State

2145 C Street, N.W.
Washington, B.E.

Dear Mr, Hirschiriti:

Please note the attached letter frem the World Federation of Demoeratic
Youth, Benezur U.3h, Budapest VI, Hungary.

May I impose to ask what you know about this greup? De you know of any
group plamming to travel in Russia in 19577 Will the State Department
allew student groups te go to Russia in 1957? Encourage them to go?

I will appreciate any information you can give us on the subjects

Sincerely,

Justin J, Cline
Executive Director,




In reply refer to

SEV

Deaxr Mr, Cline:

Mr, Moses Hirschiritt has asked me to reply to your lebdlter of April 11
enclosing a letter you have received frem the World Federatien of Democratic
Youth (WFDY) inviting the American Youth Hostels, Inc, to participate in a
forthcoming festival to be held in Moscew in 1957. Your interest in inquiring
as you did is apprem.ated. ' :

The WFDY was feunded in November 19k5 at the World Youth Conference in
Londen, convened by the Communist-controlled World Yeuth Counecil, It was
widely supported at first, since it claimed to be men-pelitical and because .
it aspired to be all-embraecings From the outset, however, the WFDY was biased
in faver of Soviet policies, By 1949, most of its non-Comrmnist members
had resigned, proceeding to form their ownm erganization, the Werld Assenbly of
Youth (WAY) which is still in existense today.

As demans'brat,ed in praetlce, the aims of the WFDY are almost entirely
political and comsistently pro-Comvmnmist. They were listed as follows,
direetly and by implicatien, in a menifesto to the "Joung People of all Coun-
tries", issued by the WFDY's Budapest Congress in September 19452

Condemnation of the war-like preparations of big eapitalists, headed
by the Ameriean imperialists,

Attacks on the Marshall Plan ard the North Atlantic Treaty.

Allegations of the vieclation of democratic freedom in 2ll ceountries
oppressed by the imperialists, including the Wnited States,

A call to youth organizatiens t¢ Yrender utmest support io the youmg
democrats of India, Viet-Nam, Burma, Malaya, Indonesia and other
colomial dependent couniries in the struggle for peace and the
independence of their peoples.”

An appeal 0 youth to support the “inv:.nc:.ble army" of peace partisans,
- Theaded by the mighty Soviet Unionr, which made a decisive centributien .
to the defeat of Fasdism."

A call for unity of inmternatiomal youth within the WFBY, and a con-
demnation of the forces seeking to split this unity,

A;part from the indectrination of young people on Soviet Communist lines,
the main ebject is to reeruit future members ef the Communist Parity. This
was cleaxly stated in the Cominform jourmal of March 20, 1952=

Mr., Justin J, Cline, Executive Directer,

American Youth Hostels, Inc.,
1h West Eighth Street,
New York 11, New Yorlk,




n2-‘

"Working youth constitutes that inexhaustible reserve which replenishes
the ranks of the Communist and Werker's parties, The Communist and
Worker's parties demand from all their organizations and from each
Party member more work ameng youth,! '

Prier to this rponouncement, Jacque Den:r.s, Freneh Communist Secretary
- General of the WFDY, stated in 1551 at Bucharest:

"The sixth anniversary of the WFDY will be celebrated with an even more
powerful intensifieation of the struggle to ovr.-:-rthraw the aggressive plans
of the Anglo-American imperialists.®

Meore recently, we have ebserved a ‘shift in Seviet~Communist taectics initial.
conspieuous in the bread surface of its fereign policies. As a preface to the
then-heped-for big four conference in 1955, orders were issued to all Communist,
Commnist-frent and fellew travelling agencies to publicize the so-called :
"peaceful co-existenee and friendship® line. True to form, the WFDY obeyed this
injunction and eontimues to do se, as evidenesd by the letier yeu have received
from that organisation,

. A revealing climax to this artful prepagenda was reached at the Geneva

Foreign Ministers Cenference in October 1955, when the Soviet Govermment did
net Bee fit to pursue an initial agreement in principle reported by President
~ Eisenhower, following the eonclusion of the Big Four Conferenece in July, The
President had reported:

tTn the matter of inereasing cont—.ac'bs, meny items were discussed. ... the
subjeét that took most of our attentioncs. was the possibility of increased
visits by the citizens of one country inte the territory ef another,

doing this in such a way as to give each the fullest epportunity to learn
about the people of the other natien, In this particular sub,]ect there
-was the greatest pessible degree of agreement,"

As a matter of fict, the Soviet Delegation to the October Conference re,]ected
21l 17 constructive proposals put ferward by the United States, the Umited
Kingdom, &and France, many ef which would have invelved a freer cultural. ex~
change betueen the Sgviet people and the free world,

: A mmber of groups of Americans have indieated an interest in visiting

the Soviet Union and, at the present time, the United States imposes ne re-
strictions on such trips. Any decisions to wndertake this travel, however, rest
with the individuals concerned, In this conneetion, it sheould be remembered
that all travel by foreigners in the Sevielt Urnien is under the close control
and supervision of Seviet autheritiess.. This contrel, exercised indirectly
through the media ef the single Soviet Govermment tourist-~travel agency,
"Intourist’, is designed to insure that foreignvisitors do not stray frem
permitted rmatas or obtain information in any ferm which, accerding te the
dictation of the Communist regime, may be to the net d:.sadvantage of the Soviet
Union.

A traditienal policy of the United States Gevermment has been to faver
the widest pessible exchange of persons with other nations in the interests of
improving matwal understanding and friendship, In spite of the unwillingness eof
the Seviet Goverment to reeiprocate im kind and te remove the restrietions and
controls so often placed on foreign travel within its borders and those of 'the
satellites, we have conbinued to press for a widening of contacts, partioularly
in areas where there is a demonstrable matunal benefit,




-3.

We Believe thal primary comsideration mmst contiime to be given to the
net effect such exchanges have on our national interesits. In turn, we realize
_that the Soviet Govermment wWll give first consideration to its own interests.

Within this framewerk, however, we believe that there is a defimite place
for an exehange program with the Soviel blec countries which ean benefit the
pecples of both the United States and the Soviet bleo eountry concerned,

Sincerely yours,

John P, Meagher
Chief
Publiec Serviees Bivisien




/Draft substantial text for reply to inquiries regarding

atbendance at 6th World Festival of Youth and Students,
Mosoow, July 28 - August 11, 1957/

The United States Government regards the Sixth World Festival of Youth
and Students for Peace and Friendship, to be held in Moseow this summer, as
an instrument of Communist propaganda which serves the pln'poses of the
Soviet Union and internatienal communism. It is the view of the Deﬂartmen’o

that,_g&::tic;lpation' in this festival by ,Amerlean individuals or youth greups

would have the effect of, lending. respee'ba.bility to an event wh::.ch has_served

2ot Uk

Commnisth purposes.so-well-in-the past and which ihe Soviet orbit still re-
gards as of great adventage..
I;c wéﬁld not.be. in-the. inberest _ﬂ.ai‘.,,tha,.ll_,rﬁ.rt.e.d,-ﬁi;-.aiaes. ‘bgw.haﬂ!@,AmeriQ@n_s
participate in en achivity.spensored. by. ;smuth organizations. commitied to the
_ support of Soviet foreign poli o, especislly with the resuits of. that poliey
for the pecple of. Hungar:,r -fresh in mind. Major Amerieen and non-Commnist
inbernational yeuth groups have decided to boycott the i‘estn.val.

Thé Department appreciates your interest in the possib:.l:v.ties for de=
velop:.ng international understanding through peaple-to-people contacts, ete, =
~a field in which our Covernment plays a very active role. However, in th:l.s
— case, in accerdance with the poliey stated above, the Department Qf State

‘wou]'.d stro.ﬁgly uwrge that xg_%ot @}aﬁiﬁl, thatlyou not engage in any effort
to eneourage participation in, ete., the Sixth World Festival of Youth and

Students,
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